


APPLICAAPPLICATION PERIODTION PERIOD

The 2008 Diversity Visa Lottery marks the fourth year that applications must be submitted electronically.  Paper entries
will not be accepted.  Applications under the DV-2008 program will be accepted electronically during the registration
period between Noon Eastern Standard Time on Wednesday, October 4, 2006 and Noon Eastern Standard Time on
Sunday, December 3, 2006.  Applicants may access the electronic diversity visa entry form at ‘www.dvlottery.state.gov’
during the registration period beginning October 4.  Only one application per person may be submitted.  Submission of
more than one application will disqualify an applicant from registration.  Importantly, it makes no difference when an
application is received during the registration period, since there will be a random selection by the Kentucky Consular
Center from among all who applied during the entire registration  period.  However, applicants are strongly encouraged
to not wait until the last week of the registration period to enter.  Heavy demand may result in delays.  In addition, there
is no filing fee for the DV-2008 lottery application; however, there is a photograph requirement (see below for
specifications).

SUBMISSION OF APPLICASUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONTION

The Department of State will only accept completed Electronic Diversity Visa Entry Forms submitted electronically at
http://www.dvlottery.state.gov/ during the registration period beginning at Noon on October 4, 2006. The Department
of State will send DV lottery entrants an electronic confirmation notice upon receipt of a completed EDV Entry Form.
Again, paper entries will not be accepted. 

A.A. PhotographsPhotographs

The entry will be disqualified if all required photos are not submitted. Recent photographs of the applicant and
his/her spouse and each child under 21 years of age, including all natural children as well as all legally-adopted and
stepchildren, (except a child who is already a U.S. citizen or a Legal Permanent Resident), even if a child no longer
resides with the applicant or is not intended to immigrate under the DV program, must be submitted
electronically with the Electronic Diversity Visa Entry Form. Group or family photos will not be accepted; there
must be a separate photo for each family member. 

Each applicant, his/her spouse, and each child will therefore need a computer file containing his/her digital photo
(image) which will be submitted on-line with the EDV Entry Form. The image file can be produced either by
taking a new digital photograph or by scanning a photographic print with a digital scanner.

If the submitted digital images do not conform to the following specifications, the system will automatically
reject the EDV Entry Form and notify the sender.

� The image must be in the Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG) format.

� The image must be either in color or grayscale; monochrome images (2-bit color depth) will not be accepted.

� If a new digital photograph is taken, it must have a resolution of 320 pixels high by 240 pixels wide, and a
color depth of either 24-bit color, 8-bit color, or 8-bit grayscale.

� If a photographic print is scanned, the print must be 2 inches by 2 inches (50mm x 50mm) square. It must
be scanned at a resolution of 150 dots per inch (dpi) and with a color depth of either 24-bit color or 8-bit
grayscale.

� The maximum image size accepted will be sixty-two thousand five hundred (62,500) bytes.
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If the submitted digital images do not conform to the following specifications, the entry will be
disqualified: 

� Applicant, spouse or child must be directly facing the camera; the head of the person being photographed
should not be tilted up, down or to the side, and should cover about 50% of the area of the photo.

� The photo should be taken with the person being photographed in front of a neutral, light-colored
background. Photos taken with very dark or patterned, busy backgrounds will not be accepted.

� Photos in which the face of the person being photographed is not in focus will not be accepted.

� Photos in which the person being photographed is wearing sunglasses or other paraphernalia which detracts
from the face will not be accepted.

� Photos of applicants wearing head coverings or hats are only acceptable due to religious beliefs, and even then,
may not obscure any portion of the face of the applicant. Photos of applicants with tribal or other headgear
not specifically religious in nature are not acceptable. Photos of military, airline or other personnel wearing
hats will not be accepted. 

B.B. ApplicationApplication

Again, there is only one way to enter the DV-2008 lottery.  Applicants must submit an EElectrlectronic Donic Diviversityersity
Visa EVisa Entrntry Fy Forormm (EDV Entry Form), which is accessible only at http://www.dvlottery.state.gov. Failure to
complete the form in its entirety will disqualify the applicant’s entry.  Applicants will be asked to submit the
following information on the EDV Entry Form.

1. Applicant’s FULL NAME - Last/Family Name, First Name, Middle Name 

2. DATE OF BIRTH - Day, Month, Year

3. GENDER - Male or Female

4. CITY/TOWN OF BIRTH

5. COUNTRY OF BIRTH - The name of the country should be that which is currently in use for the place
where the applicant was born.

6. APPLICANT PHOTOGRAPH - See prior section for photo specifications.

7. MAILING ADDRESS - Address, City/Town, District/Country/Province/State, Postal Code/Zip Code,
Country

8. PHONE NUMBER (optional)

9. E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)

10. COUNTRY WHERE THE APPLICANT LIVES TODAY

11. COUNTRY OF ELIGIBILITY IF THE APPLICANT’S NATIVE2 COUNTRY IS DIFFERENT FROM
COUNTRY OF BIRTH - If the applicant is claiming nativity in a country other than his/her place of birth,
this information must be submitted on the entry. If an applicant is claiming nativity through spouse or
parent, please indicate this on the entry.

12. HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION APPLICANT HAS ACHIEVED – Choices are: Primary school
only/High school, no degree/High school degree/Vocational school/Some university courses/University
degree/Some graduate level courses/Master degree/Some doctorate level courses/Doctorate degree.

2 “Native” country generally refers to the country where an applicant is born.  An exception to the general country of birth rule is that an individual is
permitted to claim his spouse’ country of birth as his own “native” country; similarly, an unmarried, minor (under 21 years of age) child may claim the
country of birth of either parent as his “native” country.  In addition, an individual who was born in a country of which neither parent was a native or
resident at the time of his/her birth may be charged to the country of birth of either parent.  Thus, for example, if Mr. Jones was born in Canada and his
wife, Mrs. Jones, was born in Germany, Mrs. Jones could submit a DV-2008 lottery application as an actual native of Germany and Mr. Jones – although
born in a non-qualifying country (Canada) – also can file as a “native” of Germany claiming through his wife. (Note that the native country for purposes
of DV-2008 lottery eligibility has nothing whatsoever to do with an applicant’s country of citizenship.)
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13. MARRIAGE STATUS – Unmarried, Married, Divorced, Widowed, Legally Separated

14. NUMBER OF CHILDREN THAT ARE UNMARRIED AND UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE: Except
children that are either U.S. legal residents or American citizens

15. SPOUSE INFORMATION - Name, Date of Birth, Gender, City/Town of Birth, Country of Birth,
Photograph

16. CHILDREN INFORMATION - Name, Date of Birth, Gender, City/Town of Birth, Country of Birth,
Photograph

NOTE:NOTE: Entries must include the name, date and place of birth of the applicant’s spouse and all natural children, as well
as all legally-adopted and stepchildren, who are unmarried and under the age of 21 (excepting those children who are
already U.S. citizens or Legal Permanent Residents), even if you are no longer legally married to the child’s parent, and
even if the spouse or child does not currently reside with you and/or will not immigrate with you. Note that married
children and children 21 years or older will not qualify for the diversity visa. Failure to list all children will result in your
disqualification for the visa.   

EDUCAEDUCATION / WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTTION / WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT

A final requirement of the DV-2008 immigrant visa lottery is that all applicants must have either a high school education
or its equivalent or, within the past 5 years, have 2 years of work experience in an occupation requiring at least 2 years of
training or experience.  A “high school education or its equivalent” is defined as successful completion of a 12-year course
of elementary and secondary education. The U.S. Department of Labor’s O*Net OnLine database will be used to determine
qualifying work experience. Applicants will also find a link to a Labor Department list of qualifying occupations at the
Consular Affairs website: www.travel.state.gov. Documentary proof of education or work experience should not be
submitted with the DV-2008 application but must be presented to a consular officer at the time of formal immigrant visa
processing if the applicant ultimately is selected under the lottery. Although there is no specified minimum age for applicants,
this education/work experience requirement effectively means that generally only those applicants who will be 18 years of
age or older at the time they finally receive their immigrant visas will be eligible to participate in the DV-2008 lottery.

SELECTION AND PROCESSING OF WINNERSSELECTION AND PROCESSING OF WINNERS

DV-2008 lottery “winners” will be selected randomly by computer from among all applications received during the
registration period beginning October 4, 2006.  Therefore, it makes no difference when or where an application is filed.
Applicants will be notified by mail between May and July 2007 only if their application is selected; those whose
applications are not selected will receive no notification.

For each applicant selected under the DV-2008 lottery, an applicant’s
spouse and minor (under 21), unmarried children automatically qualify to
immigrate with the principal applicant.  Once the U.S. Department of
State notifies DV-2008 lottery winners, winners and their families will
need to follow the directions contained in their notification letters and
begin the formal immigrant visa application process.  DV-2008 visas will
be issued between October 1, 2007 and September 30, 2008.

Further information about the DV-2008 lottery is available from the Visa
Office of the U.S. Department of State at http://travel.state.gov.  You may
also obtain information by calling (202) 663-1225.

We believe that all people should be able to complete an application by
themselves by carefully following these instructions.  For this reason, we are sending this letter to our friends and clients.

Good luck to all those who participate!

Please contact the attorPlease contact the attorneys ofneys of
the Immigration Group if youthe Immigration Group if you

have questions relating to issueshave questions relating to issues
addressed in this newsletteraddressed in this newsletter..

Rebecca L. Sigmund, Esq.
404.572.6893

Aimee Clark Todd, Esq.
404.572.6895

Marilee Fiebig, Esq.
404.572.6731
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LIST OF QUALIFYING DV-2008 COUNTRIES 
BY GEOGRAPHIC ZONE 

 
 

AFRICA 

Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 
Congo 
Congo, Democratic Republic of the 
Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 

Djibouti 
Egypt 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia, The 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya 

Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Rwanda 
Sao Tome and 
Principe 
Senegal 

Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
South Africa 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

 
 

ASIA 

Afghanistan 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Brunei 
Burma 
Cambodia 
East Timor 

Hong Kong, S.A.R. 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Israel 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kuwait 

Laos 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Mongolia 
Nepal 
North Korea 
Oman 

Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Sri Lanka 
Syria 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
United Arab Emirates 
Yemen 

(Asian countries which do not qualify for this year’s Diversity Program: China [mainland-born], India, Pakistan, South 
Korea, Philippines, and Vietnam.) Hong Kong S.A.R. and Taiwan do qualify and are listed above.    



EUROPE 

Albania 
Andorra 
Armenia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 

(including components 
and dependent areas 
overseas) 

Estonia 

Finland 
France 

(including components 
and dependent areas 
overseas) 

Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
Macau, S.A.R. 
Macedonia, The Former 
  Yugoslav Republic of 
Malta 
Moldova  
Monaco 
Netherlands 

(including components 
and dependent areas 
overseas) 

Northern Ireland 
Norway 
Portugal 
(including components and 
dependent areas overseas) 

Romania 
San Marino 
Serbia and 
Montenegro 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Tajikistan 
Turkey 
Turkmenistan 
Ukraine 
Uzbekistan 
Vatican City 
 

(Countries in the European region which do not qualify for this year’s Diversity Program: Russia, Poland  and The 
United Kingdom (Great Britain), including the following dependent areas:  Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, 
Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Turks and Caicos Islands.  Note that, for 
purposes of this program only, Northern Ireland is treated separately; Northern Ireland does qualify and is listed among 
the qualifying countries. 
 

NORTH AMERICA 

Bahamas, The 
(In North America, Canada and Mexico do not qualify for this year’s Diversity Program.) 

 
OCEANIA 

Australia 
(including 
components and 
dependent areas 
overseas) 

Fiji 

Kiribati 
Marshall Islands 
Micronesia, Federated  
  States of 
Nauru 

 

New Zealand 
(including components 
and dependent areas 
overseas) 
Palau 
Papua New Guinea 
 

Samoa 
Solomon Islands 
Tonga 
Tuvalu 
Vanuatu 
 

 
SOUTH AMERICA, CENTRAL AMERICA and THE CARIBBEAN 

Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 
Barbados 
Belize 
Bolivia 
Chile 

Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Dominica 
Ecuador 
Grenada 
Guatemala 

Guyana 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
St. Kitts and Nevis 

St. Lucia 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Suriname 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 

(Countries in this region which do not qualify for this year’s Diversity Program:  Brazil, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, and Peru.) 
 
 
 



Immigration
CLIENT ALERCLIENT ALERT T 

The Immigration Law Client Alert is

prepared by the Immigration Practice

Group of Powell Goldstein LLP as a

client service. 

The information discussed is general in

nature and may not apply to your

specific situation. Legal advice should

be sought  before taking action based

on the information discussed.
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